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After a year, Campus Senate completes new protest policy
KAYLEIGH MCCOY
STAFF WRITER

BELLA HATKOFF; JACK ZELLWEGER; AND COURTESY OF GREENSLADE
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS AND ARCHIVES.

A new multi-page protest policy Campus Senate has been working on all year was finalized last
Thursday, after a meeting filled with debate about the limitations it might place on student protests.
Following 2017 protests that turned violent at the University of Virginia and Middlebury College, students and staff determined last year it was time to update Kenyon’s old one-sentence policy.
The new policy establishes guidelines for communication between protestors and the administration and Campus Safety, the usage of space and protocol for Campus Safety. It also differentiates between “internal”(organized by Kenyon-affiliated individuals) and “external” (organized by non-Kenyon affiliated individuals) protests, significantly restricting external protests.
While Campus Senate has finalized their draft of the update, they are solely an advisory group, so
the policy is subject to change by the College’s lawyer and must be ratified by President Sean Decatur
and the senior staff. The final version of the policy is expected to be in place for the beginning of the
next academic year.
The policy moved forward unanimously, but some student members of Campus Senate still have
mixed opinions. Dan Napsha ’21, the sophomore chair of Campus Senate, believes the policy will be
beneficial for the Kenyon community. “I think it’s important for people to know what they’re supposed
to do in the event of a protest that gets out of hand,” he said. Napsha felt that the new guidelines will
not hinder student’s abilities to protest, and will provide protection and protocol that will benefit all.
George Costanzo ’19, student body president, on the other hand, expressed conflicting feelings
about the existence of this new protest policy in the first place. “It seems weird that the body we are
protesting [the administration] is either incentivizing or setting parameters about how we can protest,” he said. Costanzo also expressed concern about the policy limiting protestors’ rights to engage
in disruptive activism. “[Disruption] is what protest is about,” he said. “It’s antithetical to the job of an
administration to legislate how students are allowed to tell them that they’re doing something wrong.”
While there was consensus that the policy will do little to affect the demonstrations most often seen
at Kenyon, such as sit-ins in Peirce Dining Hall, Costanzo suggested that the new policy might give
administration and staff excessive power to shut down protests or encourage them to take measures
such as calling the sheriff in more disruptive protest situations, like occupation of a building. “I hope
that students that really want to protest things break this policy,” said Costanzo. While the finalized
policy is not currently available, an older version was sent out in a student-info email from Campus
Senate last September.
Jackson Wald ’22 contributed reporting.

New academic infraction rules
give departments more discretion

Kenyon sees an uptick in cases of the flu.
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BETÜL AYDIN
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS ASSISTANT

In a faculty meeting on March 25,
Kenyon faculty voted to revise the
rules governing student academic
infractions. The changes, which will
come into effect in fall 2019, are intended to make the infraction hearing process more consistent and fairer
to individual students.
The Kenyon website lists three
“tiers” of severity regarding academic
infractions. Tier Three infractions
include instances of cheating, plagiarism and falsification that are extreme
enough to warrant expulsion or suspension from the College. Tier Two
infractions, which can include copying on an exam or plagiarizing parts
of an essay, might lead to harsh grade
penalties or the failure of a course.
Tier One infractions can be far
more innocuous: “inappropriate collaboration” and “inadequate or careless citations” are two of the examples
listed on the College website. Because
they may be committed unintentionally, most Tier One infractions result
in only a warning, or, in extreme cases, the failure of the assignment.
Subsequent infractions, however,
have been weighted more heavily. Under the current rules, students found
guilty of a second Tier One infraction

— whether or not it bears any similarity to the first they committed — have
their penalty upgraded to Tier Two.
Under the new rules, the instructor and the chair of the department
will have more discretion in deciding
whether a second Tier One infraction
should qualify as Tier Two.
A student who makes the same infraction multiple times despite warnings will still be referred to the Academic Infractions Board, but cases of
two unrelated infractions can now be
handled within a department. Delaney Barker ’20, the vice president of
academic affairs on Student Council,
hopes that this will reduce incidences
of disproportionate punishment.
“I think it’s very easy to make
two very different mistakes,” Barker
said. “I think that’s why [the new system] will help students. It’s more fair
to them, but it also doesn’t make the
process unpredictable. You still know
what’s going to happen to you if you
do one thing or another.”
Dean of Academic Advising and
Support Thomas Hawks believes that
the primary purpose of Tier One penalization should be educational, and
hopes that the changes will bring it in
line with this goal.
“We often expect that students,
especially new students, might not

know how to cite something in a way
that doesn’t violate conventions within the discipline,” Hawks said. “They
may not mean to be cheating; they
just don’t know how to do it in the
right way. The Tier One really exists
in cases like that so that the instructor
can go back and say, look, this is why
you can’t do this, but we don’t think
you were trying to cheat so there’s not
a significant penalty attached to it.”
Several other changes were introduced to the system with the goal of
making the Tier One hearing process
easier to understand. Students will
now be given more time to prepare
before Tier One hearings, and will be
allowed to take a member of staff or
faculty into the hearing with them, a
privilege previously reserved for Tier
Two and Tier Three hearings.
In addition, the information provided to students about the Tier One
hearing process will now be standardized across all departments, a practice
that was already in use in Tier Two
and Tier Three hearings.
Details on Kenyon’s academic infraction policy can be found on the
Kenyon website, though the website
only reflects the policy as it currently
stands. The information will be updated early next academic year, after
the changes go into effect.
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Health Center urges students
with flu virus to ‘self-isolate’
cines earlier this year, immunization is not
necessarily a safeguard against the illness. The
vaccine has proven only 50 percent effective
RONAN ELLIOTT
against this year’s strain, influenza A. Culler
NEWS ASSISTANT
suggests that students with chronic diseases
The Cox Health and Counseling Center like asthma, diabetes or autoimmune diseasreceived its first case of influenza on Decem- es should pick up prescriptions at the Health
ber 12, just before winter break. By the end of Center for the antiviral medication Tamiflu,
February, seven cases had been reported.
which can shorten the duration and severOn March 29, students received an email ity of symptoms if taken within 48 hours of
from Associate Director of Health Services at detection. Cullers hopes that a Health Center
Kenyon Kim Cullers, warning them
diagnosis will not be necessary for every
of the recent uptick in influenza
student. Instead, she suggests students
cases at the College. Cullers
who suspect they have contracted the
sent a second email
flu self-isolate “until they are without
on Tuesday layfever for 24 hours.” Students are
ing out further
also advised to drink fluids and
instructions for
get plenty of rest, take over-thestudents suffercounter medications and to
ing “classic” flu
have food brought
symptoms.
to them by friends
According to
and family whenCullers, this inever possible.
crease matches
Cullers said
the rise in influenthat
students
za across the counshould reach out
try. As flu season has
to a medical prointensified, the Center for
fessional if they
Disease Control (CDC) reare
experiN
ported an extensive number of
SO encing: diffiN
H
-JO
cases in 20 states, including Ohio.
culty breathing
AVE
R
SG
Common symptoms of the flu include sudor
shortness
of breath,
U
M
den onset of fever, chills, body aches, fa- DEVON
persistent pain or pressure in the
tigue and cough. “The course of influenza is
chest or abdomen, persistent dizziness,
variable, but generally lasts five to seven days,” confusion, inability to arouse, seizures, not
Cullers said.
urinating, severe weakness or unsteadiness or
While the Health Center offered flu vac- recurring fever or cough.
EVEY WEISBLAT
NEWS EDITOR
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Bryn Stole ’11 discusses his career path after majoring in history. | CHUZHU ZHONG

Alum gives career advice,
talks value of history major
DAISY DOW
STAFF WRITER

As a part of the Department of History’s spring majors’ meeting on April
2, investigative journalist Bryn Stole ’11
spoke on his experiences in the field of
journalism.
Eliza Ablovatski, associate professor
of history and chair of the Department
of History, introduced Stole to the audience of declared and prospective history
majors and minors, a number of professors and other students interested in careers in journalism.
Following his time at Kenyon as a
history and modern languages and literatures double major who focused on
German and Russian, Stole entered the
world of journalism through working
for the Greenwood Commonwealth, a
small newspaper in the Mississippi Delta region. Stole used his Kenyon connections and alumni outreach to get his foot
in the door for this full-time job, and to
get his freelance work published.
Two years later, Stole went on to work
for Baton Rouge’s The Advocate, first as
a night-shift crime reporter, then as a
Washington D.C. correspondent. Covering national issues relevant to Lousianians, Stole maintained a communitydriven approach to journalism and used
his background in history to enhance
his reporting.
Stole emphasized that learning how
to approach new information is as valuable as having knowledge of the past.
“Studying history is a set of skills that
you develop in the profession that prepares you to do a lot of other things as
well,” he said. He also advised any students interested in pursuing careers in
journalism to keep in mind the types of
reporting in which they are interested,

the type of environment and information they wish to cover and the trajectory of the industry in the future.
“I would encourage you to think
long and hard before going to a graduate program in journalism,” Stole said.
Rather, he encourages students to investigate paid internships and reach
out to any level of newspaper to volunteer freelance work wherever people
will pay for it. Though he admitted that
print journalism as an industry is currently in decline, he remains optimistic
about the value of journalistic experience. “There’s lots of fallbacks you could
probably land on if you end up leaving
journalism.”
For the past few years, the Department of History has invited alumni to
speak to the practical use of history majors in future careers. Past years’ meetings have featured speakers who have
careers ranging from working with disaster relief in the Office of the Mayor
of New York City, to serving as Kenyon’s
current vice president for student affairs
Meredith Harper Bonham ’92.
The Department of History uses this
annual meeting to remind students that
the skills gained studying history can
apply to many fields. Hayley Beluch ’22,
a history and English major, attended
the presentation.
“I’m someone who has been interested in journalism, but I’ve never really
considered how my love of history could
translate into that field if I chose to go
down that road,” Beluch said.
Ablovatski said that in bringing these
speakers to campus, “the point is to really show how it’s not just that having a
history major won’t stop you from doing
something, but that there are real skills
that you acquire in this major that help
you in a variety of work environments.”
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The Village
Students display work at Kenyon Showcase
talks student
parking issues
ELLIE KLEE
NEWS ASSISTANT

EVEY WEISBLAT
NEWS EDITOR
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS ASSISTANT

At the Gambier Village Council
meeting on Monday, administrators
focused on the Village’s new strategic
plan and also discussed parking and
traffic concerns.
The discussion on traffic and parking was in part spurred by the recent
defacing of one of the ‘stop for pedestrians’ signs on Wiggin Street.
In this conversation, the Council
discussed the recent detour that will
run through Gambier for 99 days. A
result of construction of a bridge at
Millwood, the detour will increase
small and large vehicle traffic moving through Gambier. Village Administrator RC Wise said the detour may
also affect the “stop for pedestrians”
signs on Wiggin St.
“Some of those [signs] may have to
come down temporarily because they
may be sending big trucks through
that cannot maneuver the turn without taking it out,” he said.

“

Students are
staying overnight or staying for extensive periods in those
[parking] spots.
Mayor of Gambier Kachen
Kimell
The Council also spent time discussing parking concerns, particularly the limited spaces available on
Gaskin Avenue. Mayor of Gambier
Kachen Kimmell said that the Village
is “getting comments from the business owners” about cars parked overnight or for extensive periods of time.
She said that the Council had received
a letter from the Deli, explaining that
vendors were not able to make deliveries in the early morning because of
cars taking up spots.
For this reason, Kimmell said that
the Village staff and the Streets and
Utilities Committee are trying to
get deputies “more organized” about
ticketing.
“Part of what the Village is trying to deal with is that there are a lot
of students that live on Gaskin and
Chase now, and it appears — and
sometimes it's real visible when it
snows overnight — that students are
staying overnight or staying for extensive periods in those spots,” Kimmell said.
Councilperson Betsy Heer agreed,
citing the new downtown study spaces
as responsible for some of the parking shortages. Kimmell said that she
hopes students will show “some consideration” for these parking problems, and she thanks them for cooperating with the Village.

Students displayed their projects
and research at the Kenyon Athletic
Center (KAC) this Tuesday during the
annual Kenyon Showcase, formerly
known as the Celebration of HighImpact Practices (CHIPs).
While the event was similar to
those of past years, Professor of Biology Drew Kerkhoff, who was in charge
of the Showcase, felt that it needed a
rebrand.
“It’s really hard to brand with an
acronym,” said Kerkhoff. “I think the
idea was to just make it more straightforward as to what this is about, and
that’s showcasing the experiences of
our students.”
Those experiences included researching zoning in Michigan,
shooting a feature film and planning educational activities for local elementary schoolers. One especially popular booth was the Quest
for Justice (PSCI 101Y) table. Professors encouraged passers-by to share
their opinion on a topic, such as free
speech on college campuses or whether the unexamined life is worth living.
Quest students stationed at the booth
had to adopt the opposite opinion and
start a debate.
Quest student J.J. Conway ’22 took
a shift at the table because he thought
it would be fun. He also wanted to advertise the class’s lively format.
“People need to know that at this
campus, there’s still open dialogue
and discussion about a wide variety of

Seventy students presented their work at the Kenyon Showcase. | BEN NUTTER

issues,” he said. “You can do that in a
more formal academic setting.”
The Quest booth was in the small
“First-Year Experiences” category at
the Showcase. The most common type
of project was “Service Learning or
Community-Based Research.” Other
groups included “Writing Intensive
Courses,” “Global Learning” and senior capstones or Honors projects.
According to Kerkhoff, 70 students
presented 46 different projects during the event, with help from about 30
faculty members.
The longtime director of the Kenyon Showcase, Professor of Mathematics and Statistics Brad Hartlaub,
is on sabbatical this year. Kerkhoff
stepped into his role as Director of
Student Research, whose duties include managing the event. He expected the Showcase to be the only major

campus event on April 2, but after he
set the date, the Office of Communications gave him a call.
“They said, ‘That’s when Bell-AThon is!’ I said, ‘What’s Bell-A-Thon?’
Because I didn’t know,” Kerkhoff said.
Once the Office of Communications explained the event, a partnership developed. Kerkhoff and the
Showcase were featured on Bell-AThon, Kenyon’s annual fundraising
broadcast. Kerkhoff believed that the
midday stream was perfectly timed
for alumni viewers on lunch breaks.
The partnership may have brought
more attention to the Showcase, which
Kerkhoff says “has been an event in
search of an audience.” He hopes that
the exposure interested new people,
such as family members and prospective students, in the Showcase and in
Kenyon.

Annual KSJP events aim to raise awareness
DAISY DOW
STAFF WRITER

Kenyon Students for Justice in Palestine
(KSJP) annually organizes a series of events as
part of the Israeli Apartheid Awareness week
that aim to increase awareness about the conflicts occurring along the border of Israel and
Palestine. From March 28 - 31, KSJP sponsored
an acting workshop, a guest speaker and a vigil
to bring students together to learn more about
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
To kick off the week of events, Maytha Alhassen — a Syrian-American renowned journalist, historian and social-justice artist — came
to campus to present an acting workshop titled
“Integrative Abolition: Theater of the Oppressed
Exercises for Embodied Freedom.” The event
was designed to open a dialogue on the overlooked influence of news outlets.
Alhassen started off by introducing participants to the acting essentials of using facial
and body movements as tools to express emotion. She then divided participants into smaller
groups for an activity she called “Changing the
Headline.”
According to Alhassen, “The goal is to shift
[the headline of a news story] to tell it from the
most marginalized in the story to reclaim their
power.” Alhassen used this activity to highlight
the role that news outlets play in reporting about
reality for people who did not witness an event.
“I enjoyed the workshop because it was interactive — it was a new idea,” Kirollos Mikhaeel
’22, one of the students in attendance, said of
incorporating recent news headlines in theatre
exercises. Though he had participated in similar

workshops before, Mikhaeel found Alhassen’s
take to be an engaging way to connect with relevant issues.
By centering the activity on the marginalized
characters, Alhassen guided participants to examine how word and rhetorical choices can express bias. “What this game does demonstrate is
that this perception of an objective side tends to
always side with corrupt power,” she said during
the workshop.
Following the exercise, participants reflected
on how the pairing of words with bodily motion
could emphasize the human presence in a situation much more than a six-word headline.
Later that day in the Peirce Pub, Alhassen
Peirce presented her talk, “Intersectional Abolition: No Ban. No Wall. No Prisons. No Cops.”
Alhassen focused on her concept of “engaged
wit/h/ness,” where personal testimony and identification act as tools in movements of change.
She ended her time on campus reminding students of their own power to enact change.
The awareness week continued on Sunday
evening when 30 students and professors gathered together in front of Rosse Hall to host a vigil
honoring the lives of the 240 Palestinians who
died in the past year as a result of the regional
conflicts. This year’s Israeli Apartheid Awareness week marks the one-year anniversary of
the “Great March of Return,” a six-week campaign of protests that began in the Gaza Strip on
March 30, 2018. The 30-minute ceremony provided a space for members of the Kenyon community to share personal experiences, poetry
and thoughts for the victims and the people who
continue to live in regions of violent conflict.

Hanaa Ibrahim ’21, co-president of KSJP, began the ceremony by sharing a personal reflection on the violence she had seen firsthand in
the Gaza Strip and heard about from loved ones
while she has been at Kenyon. Members of KSJP
explained the situation at present in Palestine,
then listed the names of several Palestinian victims ranging from 11 to 65 years old.
Sophia Alpízar Román ’21 is a member of
KSJP and attended a number of the events of the
Israeli Apartheid Awareness Week. “I think that
it’s important to come to these events to meet
Palestinians, to know in general about what has
happened and what has continued to happen to
them, especially because we have many people
here at Kenyon who seem to not know about it,”
she said.
Nour Bouhassoun ’20, co-president of KSJP,
hopes that these events increased awareness
about the conflict and helped students realize
the United States’ role in the conflict. “Whenever we talk about justice, our goal is for Palestine to be included in that discussion,” she said.
“Israel works in collaboration with the United
States and they both create a global system of repression ... As U.S. citizens, they have a responsibility to hold the government accountable to the
crimes because their taxes are going into militarization.”
Sunday’s vigil commemorated the anniversary of a march that exacerbated an already
violent conflict. As armed attacks continue and
tension remains, the end of this year’s Israeli
Apartheid Awareness week marks the start of
another year of unsettled disputes in the region.
RuiKun Geng '21 contributed reporting.
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GLCA pilots College will offer regular tours of library pit
online course
in Hebrew
TOMMY JOHNSON
NEWS ASSISTANT

JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER

Next semester, Kenyon will be partnering with the Great Lakes Colleges Association (GCLA) to offer two courses in
Modern Hebrew. Professor Galit Golan of
Ohio State University will teach the class
online, and students from both Kenyon
and other GLCA member colleges will be
able to enroll.
“Modern Hebrew is not taught on all
of our GLCA campuses … individual
schools have offered courses here and
there in Modern Hebrew, but not in a reliably consistent manner,” said Gabriele
Dillmann, associate professor of German/
Modern Languages at Denison University
and director of the GLCA Shared Languages Program.
“So the colleges that have Jewish studies programs, usually within broader religion studies programs, have not been able
to consistently offer their students Modern Hebrew language instruction.”
The classes will be taught on the platform Zoom, an online video-conferencing
service. It will be offered to Kenyon students at no additional cost for full credit.
There are two sessions for the Modern
Hebrew class: The first course, Hebrew
1101, runs from 9:10 a.m. to 10:05 a.m.
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday. The second course, Hebrew 1103,
is from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 a.m. on those
same days. While the enrollment numbers are not official, there is at least one
Kenyon student confirmed for Hebrew
1101.
The introductory-level Modern Hebrew class available through GLCA, Elementary Hebrew (Hebrew 1101), covers
the language’s basic principles.
“In Hebrew 1101 … you come without
any knowledge of Hebrew. You are learning how to write the letters, how to recognize the letters, how to read Hebrew,
how to write in Hebrew,” Golan said. “You
are also learning some of the foundations
of the language — that means short conversation, introducing yourself, talking
about your house, your community, your
school and yourself in Hebrew … All that
is taking students who know zero Hebrew
all the way to becoming an independent
Hebrew learner at the end.”
Hebrew 1103, which requires Hebrew
1101 and 1102 as prerequisites, focuses
more intensely on developing the students’ vocabulary, and daily communication in Hebrew.
Golan believes one of the key benefits
for Kenyon students having access to the
Modern Hebrew course is exposure to
new languages.
“I think it is important for everybody
to take a class like Modern Hebrew …
students in a smaller college I don’t think
they have exposure for this, because the
main languages that are being taught in
smaller colleges are Spanish, Chinese, Arabic, etc.” Golan said. “Hebrew is the holy
language, it helps people that are Jews and
non-Jews to better understand the scripture … and any language you are learning
helps develop your mind.”

Over the course of the West Quad
construction project, Kenyon College’s
official webcam, Horvitz Hall, the
Gund Gallery and Brandi Recital Hall
have provided the best vantage points
to peer down into the pit that will become the West Quad and subterranean
parking deck. Beginning next week,
though, the pit itself will be open to
group tours.
Seth Millam, construction project
manager, is currently offering a tour of
the pit to the Library and Information
Services staff, with plans to continue
offering tours of the construction site
to groups of around 10 people throughout the duration of the project. He envisions tours taking place on Friday afternoons at 4:30 p.m., when the work week
is winding down.
According to Millam, offering tours
is not unusual on a construction project, though usually these are offered to
stakeholders and end-users, such as key
staff members.
For Nathan Grosh ’19, building and
grounds committee chair on Student
Council, these tours are an opportunity for anyone who wants simply to see
what is going on.
“[The construction site is] going to
be a huge part of Kenyon for the next
two years — really four years now for
the long-term — so it would be insane if
it was just behind this wall and no one

Construction begins to take shape at the West Quad project site | BETÜL AYDIN

really knew what was going on,” Grosh
said. Millam said that explaining the
construction process to people is one of
the more fun aspects of his job.
“I enjoy walking people around and
telling them about what’s happening
and answering questions that they may
have, and experiencing and hearing
what their insights might be in respect
to it,” Millam said. “So, the goal is to allow people to see beyond the wall.”
The specifics of each tour will depend on the progress at the construction site at a given time. Millam expects
to meet with the site superintendent
before each tour to get a feel for where
each tour will go.
“At the end of the day, it’s a way for
students that want to be a part of the
project and want to understand it to be

able to do that, who want to feel like this
thing that’s happening in their community, they know about it now,” he said.
Students, faculty and staff who go
on these tours must wear closed-toed,
f lat shoes, long pants and shirts with
sleeves. Kenyon will provide all other
safety equipment, including a hard hat,
safety glasses and a safety vest.
The first tour open to the Kenyon
community will be on April 12. Millam
said that he will send out an email with
a link to a Google Form where people
can sign up. Spots for the first tour
will be reserved on a first come, first
served basis. For now, tours will only
be available to people who have Kenyon
email addresses, but Millam also said
he might open up tours to the broader
Gambier community over the summer.

ODEI celebrates LGBTQ+ Awareness Week
BETÜL AYDIN
NEWS EDITOR

By expanding HIV testing and treatment
as well as access to Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis (PrEP), as many as 185,000 new HIV
infections in the U.S. could be prevented by
2020, according to a projection study done
by the Center for Disease Control. This was
one of the many statistics Timothy Bussey
— assistant director for the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (ODEI) —
brought up during his presentation, “PrEP,
PEP and Your Sexual Health,” on March 27.
The last week of March is recognized
as LGBTQ+ Health Awareness Week. This
year, ODEI organized a series of different
programs, including the presentation led by
Bussey, aimed at addressing physical, mental and sexual health in the LGBTQ+ community and raising awareness about the
health disparities this community faces.
To kick off the week of events, Assistant
Professor of Sociology Austin Johnson delivered a lecture on March 25 about how
scholarly work can produce and support activism surround LGBTQ+ health equity as
well as transgender experiences and activisim in the South.
For the second event, Unity House, the
Queer Masculinities Society and ODEI set
up a table in the atrium of Peirce Hall during Common Hour on March 26 where they
distrubuted over 85 safer sex kits and information about safer sex methods and PrEP.
The event was purposefully held in Peirce
to help reduce the stigma around conversations about sexual health, particularly for

the queer community, according to Bussey.
The following day’s event, Bussey’s presentation, focused on PrEP specifically as a
safer sex strategy and how different intersectional communities are disproportionately
affected by HIV and face disparities accessing information and treatments like PrEP.
“The percentage of trans folks who reported new HIV infection was about three
times the national average. So again, this
community is being disproportionately affected — I mean, three times the national
average is a huge disparity and a huge public
health disparity for the trans community,”
Bussey said.
Categories like race, gender identity and
nationality all factor into this disparity.
Within the trans community, black women
are one of the most affected groups.
“The whole purpose of really facilitating
more of these conversations is to make sure
that, when we’re talking about PrEP, we can
raise awareness about this as a part of a safer
sex strategy and hopefully decrease these
new HIV infections,” he said.
For Kenyon students, Bussey noted
that there is an “HIV prevention” tab on
the ODEI website that provides information about HIV testing, accessing different drugs, health care options for students
who are HIV-positive and cost assistance for
medical resources.
LGBTQ+ Health Awareness Week coincides with the Transgender Day of Visibility,
which is celebrated annually on March 31.
On Monday, Unity House placed transgender pride flags along Middle Path to encourage the Kenyon community to think about

the importance of transgender lives. Later
that day, ODEI hosted a talk on non-binary
visibility by Ivy Gibson-Hill, the community
health program director for the Campaign
for Southern Equality and the executive director of Gender Benders — a grassroots
organization for transgender and gender diverse people in the Southeastern U.S.
Gibson-Hill, who described themself as
an introvert, set an informal, conversational
and interactive tone for the event, asking the
audience members several questions. The
questions centered on the factors that contributed to the erasure of non-binary and
transgender people throughout history, reinforcement of gender roles today and ways
to improve inclusivity for non-binary people
at Kenyon.
Gibson-Hill also discussed the need for
accomplices, which they defined as “a person who’s going to help another person
commit a radical act of resistance.” For Gibson-Hill, accomplices go beyond allyship,
which is “to combine or unite a resource or
commodity with another for mutual benefit,” in their words.
“I think, especially for non-binary folks,
with all of these messages about us not being real, and that we shouldn’t exist, and
that we’ve been erased from history and are
actively being erased right now by our government, to just be, to continue to be, is a
radical act of resistance. So I commend you
non-binary folks … for making it,” GibsonHill said. “Folks who are not trans or nonbinary in the room tonight, we do need you
as our accomplices — be willing to get in the
thick of it with us.”
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In Transit class demonstrates literature’s power to connect
Ten Kenyon students and 10 prison inmates met once a week last semester to discuss literature. | OHIO DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION AND CORRECTION
ELIZABETH STANLEY
FEATURES EDITOR

Every Monday night last fall, 10
students from Kenyon met with 10
prison inmates to discuss English literature. It was an experience that they
will never forget.
On March 28, students of the
course In Transit (ENGL 191.00),
taught last fall by Assistant Professor
of English Kathleen Fernando, held
a panel in Keithley Seminar Room to
talk about their experience. This class
was not a typical English seminar:
Fernando and the Kenyon students
traveled to Richland Correctional Institution in Mansfield, Ohio, where
they discussed and explored a range
of literary texts with 10 inmates.
“For some time, I had felt that we
at Kenyon should be more connected
to our broader community,” Fernando wrote in an email to the Collegian.
“When Maya [Street-Sachs ’17] came
to me with the idea of teaching a pris-

on-education course, I felt this would
be a meaningful way to connect.”
To prepare for the course, Fernando participated in an intensive oneweek summer training program with
an organization called Inside-Out,
which “educates instructors to take
students into prison for a course such
as ours,” Fernando wrote. An expert
in South Asian literature and diasporic writing, Fernando’s main interest is in texts which focus on travel
and movement.
But “after I attended my training
in Inside-Out,” Fernando wrote, “I
realized that our course also needed
to relate to the everyday lives of the
incarcerated people who would be in
our class. It would be awfully cruel …
to teach a course on travel when half
of the class are prohibited from doing
so. [So] I slanted the course to be centered on themes of mobility and immobility, rather than solely on travel,
and also built into our course texts
that dealt with the experience and
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How many U.S. presidents
have the letter “z” in their
name?

What is the most populated
capital in the world?

theme of incarceration.”
For the first half of each threehour seminar, the Kenyon students
and inmates — referred to as “outside
students” and “inside students,” respectively — sat together in one large
circle and discussed the assigned
text. Then, the class would break into
small groups to respond to questions
provided by Fernando.
“I thought some of the rawest
conversations we had were about
this book An American Marriage because it was by far the most explicitly
about incarceration,” Maria BresciaWeiler ’19, a student in the In Transit
class, said. The novel, written by Tayari Jones, tells the story of a woman
and husband who struggle to keep in
touch after he is wrongly accused and
incarcerated.
Mary Grace Detmer ’19, another
Kenyon student in the course, said
that the inside students’ input contributed enlightening perspectives to
this text. “A lot of [the inside students]

were talking about how they’ve gone
through the mourning of relationships when incarcerated,” she said.
“And they were like, ‘Every single one
of us has history with this’ … That
was a good day to listen. I think we
did a lot of listening.”
Some of the texts also addressed
feminism, a theme that Bryn Rediger ’19, a third student in the class,
said produced fascinating discussions. “I think some of the inside guys
have said they didn’t think a lot about
feminism until this class,” she said.
“So it was really cool having those
discussions with them and hearing a
perspective that we don’t usually hear
here at Kenyon.”
Rediger, Detmer and Brescia-Weiler emphasized how the inside students’ perspectives, thoughts, careful
analyses and personal connections to
the texts made the class into a unique
and meaningful experience.
“I think there was a misconception
from some of my own friends that the

Kenyon students were the ones pulling the weight,” said Rediger. “But I
think … they came through so much
for us … It was really done by them
and we were participating with them,
but their heart and soul was in everything. So I would say they carried us
in a lot of ways. I learned so much.”
For Detmer, the most significant
take-away was “how deep a relationship can become in such a [setting] …
We only saw each other once a week
for 12 weeks. But the last class, each
one of us was so emotional,” she said.
“And the [inside students], the stuff
that they said, was just the most powerful … We made such life-changing
relationships.”
Because inside students and outside students are not allowed to communicate with one another after the
course, the last Monday evening
seminar was probably the last time
that they would ever see each other.
But for the outside students, the connection remains.
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Border Crossings class returns from field work in Southwest
DANTE KANTER
FEATURES EDITOR

Every other year since 2012,
Associate Professor of Sociology Jennifer Johnson’s class,
Borders and Border Crossings,
has visited a bollard wall on
the U.S.-Mexico border. This
year, the wall had seen some
additions: It was wrapped in
hoops of razor wire, and a
waist-high wall was installed a
few paces in front.
“Those particular additions are not making it more
difficult for people to come
across,” said Johnson. “What
our government’s done is add
infrastructure that prevents
activists from getting close to
the border wall and holding
vigils.”
The activist group School
of the Americas Watch holds
an annual vigil where participants on either side of the
border link hands between the
wall’s slats and give speeches.
Borders and Border Crossings
is a bi-annual sociology course
dealing with the role borders
play in a global society.
“It was really surreal,”
Emma Steinert, one of Johnson’s students, said. “We were
at the border of Nogales, someone was shot by a border patrol officer through that wall,

so we saw right where his memorial is, where he was shot.
That was such a powerful moment, after reading the news
article in class, to be standing
right there.”
Although in previous years
coursework dealt with border crossing across the globe,
Johnson, who was employed
as a social worker in Mexico
for several years and has done
extensive research on social
movements in the country, has
shifted the class’s focus to the
contemporary relationship between the United States and
Central and South America.
For several years, the class has
included an eight-day trip to
Tucson, Arizona and several
towns in the Mexican state of
Sonora, where students conducted field research on Central and South American immigration.
On returning, some members of this year’s class felt they
had not done enough. “It felt
not right, like we were leaving
something unfinished,” Steinert said. “Professor Johnson
did talk to us after, the point of
this trip is not to go in and do
any sort of service, the whole
point of this trip was to learn.”
Steinert clarified that she did
not believe any of the students
could provide more help in
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Nogales, Ariz. The U.S. government installed razorwire and a small fence, some believe to prevent
activists from holding vigils and protests on either side. | COURTESY OF JENNIFER JOHNSON

the areas they visited than the
paid workers who were already
there. Instead, members of the
class have pushed to establish
a student group addressing
immigration, on the advice
of some of the activists they
met on their trip. The group
would fundraise for immigration causes, host educational

events and work with the local migrant community. At
the time of printing, the group
has sent out an email to the
student body gauging interest.
“I think more than half the
class is interested in changing
their career paths,” said Steinert, who might be working
with the group the Ajos Sa-

maritans in Arizona over the
summer. According to Johnson, many of her students have
gone on to do social work on
the border. “It really has made
a difference in some students’
lives,” Johnson said, “and
that’s really all it takes for me
to want to continue to teach
the course.”
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Agnes of God finds meaning amid the somber and surreal
Left: Helen Carter ’20, Arianna Marino ’19 and Meredith Awalt ’19 deliver lines alongside a lit candle, and right, Marino and Carter perform a scene together. | LUKE HESTER
CHAMELI BELK-GUPTA
STAFF WRITER

As the lights in the Hill Theater
dim, a candle materializes in the center of the dark stage, and its flame
casts a faint, eerie light on the two
women standing on either side of it.
A voice rings out from these flickering silhouettes, its angelic timbre carrying a haunting sadness through the
theater that sets the dark and mysterious tone of Agnes of God.
The production, which brought
together complicated themes of faith,
reality, psychology and abuse, premiered on March 29 as the senior
thesis of actors Meredith Awalt ’19
and Arianna Marino ’19, along with
director Kit Fluharty ’19.
Agnes of God was written by John
Pielmeier in 1979. It follows Dr. Mar-

tha Livingston (Marino), a psychiatrist who has been assigned to the
court case of a young nun named
Agnes (Helen Carter ’20) who is facing accusations of the infanticide of
her own child. As Livingston works
to assess Agnes’ mental stability, developing a desire to discover the truth
of the infant’s mysterious conception
and death in the process, she clashes
with Miriam (Awalt), the Mother Superior who seems intent on keeping
Livingston in the dark about certain
details of this peculiar night.
“It’s such a complicated and interesting story that Pielmeier has created. We liked how it allowed us to
be more open with the direction and
the acting in terms of not necessarily
going with perfectly naturalistic style
all the time,” Fluharty said. “The play
calls for miracles to happen onstage

and we were attracted to the idea of
trying to make that happen.”
The production rejected strict realism in favor of a more imaginative
and abstract quality. Much of this
comes from the script’s nonlinear
approach to time: The action slides
seamlessly back and forth between
flashbacks and Livingston’s fourthwall-breaking narration.
The play’s dreamlike quality allowed for the production’s design elements to take on a life of their own.
Toward the end of the play, for example, the lighting, designed by Jeffrey Searls ’19 and Jane Lindstrom
’21, seemed to breathe along with the
characters, as it rose and fell in a natural, human rhythm. In other moments, the lighting gave life to shadows that took the form of massive
silhouettes of the actors on the wall
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behind them.
“There’s a difference between theatrical lighting and dance lighting in
that a lot of the time dance lighting
doesn’t concentrate as much on faces,
but more on the shapes of bodies,”
Fluharty explained. “I wanted [Searls]
to play with almost doing dance lighting and allowing [the actors] to be
sort of mysterious in their faces.”
The set, designed by Katie Stevenson ’21 and James DiSandro ’22,
furthered the sense of a world existing outside of the normal confines
of time and reality. The set swirled a
hedge of precariously balanced furniture around the actors. At different
moments, the actors would untangle
pieces of furniture from this nest and
arrange them to represent different
rooms and spaces.
Despite the reality-resistant qual-

ity of the production’s design, the
play’s performances were deeply human and moving. Carter’s portrayal
of Agnes was complex; her pure and
faithful essence fascinatingly coexisting with a depth of inner torment.
Carter’s performance was well-balanced by Awalt’s unyielding and secretive portrayal of Mother Miriam.
Marino’s Livingston presented a desire for rationality and reason that
provided the audience with a welcome base in a play where the lines of
truth and logic become increasingly
blurry.
The play ended on a somber note.
The candle from the first scene suddenly blew out, leaving Marino seemingly alone on stage as she delivered
her final lines to an audience that
would be grappling with the play’s
conclusion for some time to come.

8

Thursday, April 4 | kenyoncollegian.com

Multilingual poetry reading shows love of global literature
SAM BRODSKY
ARTS EDITOR

A sizable crowd flocked to the Kenyon Bookstore to hear community
members read multilingual poetry. | COURTESY OF EMMY RODAY

On Tuesday, the Kenyon
Bookstore embarked on a flight.
At 4:15, a combination of Russian, Italian, Spanish, Chinese
and other Modern Languages
& Literature majors boarded a
plane that took them around
the world: a multilingual poetry reading. Standing among
BIC pens, Moleskine notebooks
and Hallmark greeting cards,
students recited poetry from
around the globe in an event
that kicked off Kenyon’s World
Literature Week.
Pashmina Murthy, associate
professor of English and director of the Comparative World
Literature concentration, began the evening by introducing the readers and organizers.
Murthy came up with the idea
after talking with her advisee
Emmy Roday ’21 about the lack
of multi- and bilingual readings
that happen on Kenyon’s campus. Roday, who grew up speaking both Hebrew and English,
was inspired by the conversation and began organizing and
emailing different language departments and their professors
to see if there was any interest
in such an event.
Along with Hayley Beluch
’22, Roday and Murphy began
to recruit a small but strong

group of Kenyon students who
are multilingual poets, translators and language aficionados.
Sigal Felber ’21 was the first
poet to go up to the podium,
reading “Last Night,” a poem in
Hebrew written by Shachar Pinsker and translated into English
by Yosefa Raz and Adriana X.
Jacobs. Next was Lena Alpern
’22, who read an original poem
in a mix of Hebrew and English.
“What is the etymology of my
Hebrew,” she asked. “How each
word flies out of my word like
birdsong.”
Clutching a book of poetry
and a donut, Edward Moreta
’22 went up as the first Spanishspeaking reader. He read a piece
from Kenyon’s very own Cuban
poet Victor Rodriguez-Nuñez,
who teaches Spanish literature.
“I chose this poem because we
often forget the wealth of talent in our community, and we
forget to acknowledge it,” he
said before reading “Black Sonnet.” The poem was translated
by Katherine Hedeen, Nuñez’s
translator and Kenyon professor of Spanish.
Grace Cross ’21 read two poems from Italian poet’s Patrizia
Cavella’s collection. Cross cited
a review by Mira Kosenthal
written for the Kenyon Review
on Cavella’s poetry: “Her poems are actually deeply interested in trying to change the

world, not through such direct
means as political engagement
or social critique, but, rather,
through love.” Cross’ impeccable Italian reverberated through
the Goldfishes and Kombuchas
of the Kenyon Bookstore.
Next, Jack Heston ’22 read
a self-translated rendition of
Ai Qing’s “Hope.” Qing, he explained, “always fought for the
people [under the Communist
Party]. His poems showed that.”
Ella Wilson ’19 read in
Russian, Lynn Butzlaff ’22 in
German and Liv Kane ’22 in
French.
Alexandra Gulden ’21
capped off the evening with an
original trilingual poem: she
incorporated English, Arabic
and Spanish in one glorious
verse.
World Literature Week will
continue with a speaker in
Cheever Seminar room today
presenting on the translation
of Italian poetry, and on Friday with a presentation on early
global cinema.
After the reading was over,
Roday was satisfied. “It went really well,” she said. “We spent
three weeks writing emails and
getting everyone prepared, and
we had every language at Kenyon represented. That’s the
coolest part, I think, to see that
the Kenyon community has
strong language abilities.”

Book arts professor visits, showcases political power in art
DANIEL OLIVIERI
STAFF WRITER

Tia Blassingame uses her art form to
bring attention to problems that people
too often choose to ignore. Specifically,
she uses the medium of beautifully created monographs to inspire serious conversations about race. After majoring in
architecture at Princeton, Blassingame
was named Visiting Assistant Professor
of Book Arts at Scripps College, where
she now works as the director of Scripps
Press, a printing house dedicated to producing limited edition books created by
Scripps students. In addition, she runs
Primrose Press, her own printing house.
During her talk on March 28 in the
Horvitz Hall seminar room, Blassingame focused on four of her recent projects. The first she discussed was Harvest: Holding & Trading. For this project,
Blassingame spent time going through
the historical documentation of slavery at Brown University. She examined
the receipts for the sale and purchase of
slaves. Knowing that the slaves who lived
in New England would have been familiar with the beautiful multicolored leaves
that fall from the trees each autumn,
Blassingame decided to use these leaves
as a point of connection to people who
we know so little about. While working on this project, Blassingame walked
through Providence picking up fallen
leaves to use. She then screen printed the
leaves, using them to represent the slaves
whose personal stories have been lost to

Tia Blassingame spoke about inspiration, the creative process and combining the political with the personal. | CHUZHU ZHONG

history. The book is made of organza,
silk, cotton and crepe de chine and is
bound together with red string.
In her Harvest Reimagined project,
Blassingame continued her work with
fallen leaves. She explained that she felt
she “could say more with the visual vocabulary [she’d] created ... There was
more to do.” Rather than creating another book, Blassingame produced a series of chiffon shawls with patterns from
the fallen leaves she had collected. She
had several rules for people who wanted

to wear her art. These included not being able to start conversations about the
shawls and only being allowed to wear
them for one day.
In I Am, Blassingame placed herself
in the role of victims of police violence
by choosing to use images of herself. In
You Are, Blassingame also uses digitally
altered images of herself. For this project, she took a list of adjectives that had
been used to describe white female leads
in Hallmark movies and applied them
to herself instead as a way of affirming

black womanhood.
Research is incredibly important to
Blassingame’s creative process, and she
often uses citations in her books to make
sure that readers can find the sources she
used. Blassingame occasionally includes
an introduction or a colophon to her
books, but she generally prefers to avoid
doing so when possible. To Blassingame,
a written introduction shouldn’t always
be necessary. “The introduction is everything about the book even when it’s
closed,” Blassingame said.
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Call in sick:
don’t tough
out the flu
It’s that time of year again: f lu season. Your roommate has to send that
uncomfortable text to the apartment
group chat saying that their stomach
is feeling a little weird, and that they
may or may not have just thrown up in
the bathroom. Sorry.
While most people we know are
comfortable telling their roommates
they’re sick and asking them for help,
all too often it seems that Kenyon students go on with the rest of their lives
like nothing’s changed. That’s why
the Collegian offers this gentle advice:
please stay home.
Kenyon students, for the most part,
are hard workers, but it’s okay to take
a break when you’re sick. At best,
you’ll only make yourself feel worse
if you come to class. Let’s be honest:
how much can you really absorb in
your Joyce seminar when you have to
run to the bathroom every 20 minutes? At worst, you’ll get your fellow
students sick too, and it’s not okay to
make yourself a disease vector so you
can feel like a gold-star student.
We know it’s tough to be a “considerate” sick person at Kenyon. Contrary to popular belief, the Cox Health
and Counseling Center will not excuse you from class except in extreme
cases, meaning that the already beleaguered sick student must email each
of their professors individually. And
it’s not as if you can really stay out of
contact all day, since everyone has to
eat at Peirce Hall.
That being said, there are a few
guidelines everyone — not just sick
people — can follow during f lu season: Wash your hands before entering
the servery, cover your coughs and
sneezes with a tasteful dab — and,
most importantly, spend the day at
home getting better and catching up
on your favorite TV shows.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Cameron Messinides ’19 and Devon
Musgrave-Johnson ’19, managing editor Grant
Miner ’19 and executive director Matt Mandel
’19. You can contact them at messinidesc@kenyon.edu, musgravejohnsond @kenyon.edu, minerg@kenyon.edu and mandelm@kenyon.edu,
respectively.
The opinions page is a space for members
of the community to discuss issues relevant
to the campus and the world at large. The
opinions expressed on this page belong
only to the writers. Columns and letters
to the editors do not reflect the opinions
of the Collegian staff. All members of the
community are welcome to express opinions
through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right
to edit all letters submitted for length
and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept
anonymous or pseudonymous letters.
Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or
fewer. Letters must also be received no later
than the Tuesday prior to publication. The
Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as
possible each week subject to space, interest
and appropriateness. Members of the
editorial board reserve the right to reject
any submission. The views expressed in the
paper do not necessarily reflect the views of
Kenyon College.

AMELIA MOTT

Out of the Classroom, On the Record
You asked, and we found an answer.

In your time at Kenyon, what have you realized is the most important
thing for a healthy political climate at the college?
Lisa Leibowitz, Assistant Professor of Political Science
Since coming to Kenyon, I have discovered that there is a catch-22 in liberal education. By “liberal education” I mean an education that allows one to free oneself from
unexamined opinions and inherited prejudices and see oneself and the world clearly.
Perhaps the best way to achieve this goal is by confronting opinions and arguments
opposed to one’s own. Doing so allows us to see whether we can defend our opinions
— whether we really know what we think we know. And discovering that you don’t
know what you think you know is the necessary first step in a genuine education.
However, confronting such opinions and arguments tends to make us angry. And
anger is an obstacle to liberal education. Anger says, “You are absolutely right, and
the other opinion is absolutely wrong, evil, illegitimate and should be silenced.” Anger
protects our opinions and prejudices from examination. In other words, the best means
to a liberal education provokes in us that which would stop liberal education before it
gets started; it’s a catch-22.
This is why I have come to believe that the most important thing for a healthy climate, including a healthy political climate, on campus is giving others the benefit of
the doubt. If you can give faculty, students, administration members and the thinkers
in the books and articles you are reading the benefit of the doubt, in part by checking your anger, you can thoroughly examine your opinions and theirs: That is, you can
get a liberal education. And if you can’t check your anger, your education here — or
anywhere — will amount to little more than a very expensive footnote to what you’ve
believed since you were about 13 years old.
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Economic boycotts against Israel hurt Palestinian interests
BEN REINGOLD
CONTRIBUTOR

Last week, Kenyon Students for
Justice in Palestine (KSJP) embarked
on their annual campaign to raise
awareness about apartheid in Israel. Yes, Israel, a democratic country
where all citizens have equal right to
education, healthcare, employment,
representation and the freedoms of
speech and religion. That apartheid
state. I, like other pro-Israel Kenyon
students, am tired of the misinformation KSJP promotes, but I am also
bothered by another aspect of KSJP’s
advocacy: Their anti-Zionist political agenda distracts them to the real,
concrete needs of Palestinians.
We observe this phenomenon in
the Boycott-Divest-Sanction (BDS)
movement against Israel, which KSJP
supports. A few years ago, Israeli company SodaStream relocated its factory
from the West Bank to Southern Israel. BDS celebrated this move because
it was consistent with their goals for

the region: the complete removal of
Jewish homes and businesses from
the West Bank. Unfortunately, the relocation laid off over 500 Palestinian
workers. The factory closure harmed
the lives of Palestinians and removed
capital from the West Bank, but it was
praised nonetheless.
Consider KSJP’s event last week,
entitled “No Ban. No Walls. No Prisons. No Cops.” KSJP seems to be advocating against Israel’s security barrier in the West Bank. However, they
neglect to mention that this barrier
was constructed after the “Second
Intifada,” a violent uprising during
which over 1,000 Israelis were killed
in Palestinian suicide bombings,
shootings and stabbings.
After the creation of the security
barrier, along with other security
measures, terror attacks in Israel have
decreased exponentially, and both
Jewish and Arab Israelis are now
much safer. Of course, it would be
ideal not to need this barrier, but it is
clearly necessary to maintain stabil-
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ity for the foreseeable future. When
KSJP condemns the barrier, it shows
a disconnect between their political
ideals and the reality on the ground.
What would anybody gain if the barrier disappeared?
KSJP masks their political agenda
as a humanitarian one in order to gain
sympathy for their cause. They support the “right of return,” the premise that every Palestinian who lived in
what is now Israel in 1948, as well as
their descendants, have a right to live
in Israel. This “right” extends to over
four million people, including people
who are citizens of other countries. It
even includes those who refuse to acknowledge Israel’s existence.
It is not a human rights violation
to be barred from living on the same
plot of land as your great-grandparents. While it is a sad reality, war displaces people. Just ask most citizens
of Israel, descendants of Holocaust
survivors or Jews who were expelled
from Arab states. To be clear, Palestinians have the right to independent

self-determination, which is why I am
a firm believer in a two-state solution.
However, Israel has the right to determine domestic policy over its own
sovereign territory. The existence
of the state of Israel is not a human
rights violation.
In the Gaza Strip, approximately
two million Palestinians live under
Hamas’ terrorist government. Political dissidents are beaten in the
streets, and citizens are frequently
used as human shields in conflict
between Hamas and the Israeli Defense Forces. Gazans are living in a
dire humanitarian crisis while their
leaders enjoy lives of luxury. These
are human rights violations, but Students for Justice in Palestine has never
taken a public stance against Hamas’
treatment of Palestinians. They seem
to care about struggling Palestinians
only when it’s convenient for them,
when they can find a reason to blame
Israel.
Palestinians were not better off
after SodaStream relocated. Pales-

tinians were not better off before the
security barrier was constructed. Palestinians would not be better off with
the impossible “right of return.” They
would be better off if they were not
being used as human shields. KSJP’s
priorities are not as humanitarian as
they seem.
I hope that well-intentioned people will understand that KSJP is not
a human rights group that works to
help Palestinian people. It’s a political organization with an explicit —
and in my opinion, very destructive
— agenda. Israel deserves criticism
at times, like any democracy, but it
does not deserve constant rhetorical
attacks on its very character and right
to exist. KSJP’s motives, as they have
always been, are solely to villainize
and delegitimize the state of Israel.
And to what end?
Ben Reingold ’20 is a political science major from Highland Park, Ill.
You can contact him at reingold1@
kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Opinions Editor
13. Funerary furnace
19. Similar sort of
people
21. Slime
25. Pleasantly
pastoral
27. Sweltering
summertime
29. Virtue’s antonym
30. Persia, nowadays
31. Black out
32. Daughter’s
brother
34. G, in OMG
37. Petrol
39. Plagued
40. Wide rds.
41. “Follow me!”
42. Boy Scout
expertise
44. Kate Mulgrew, in
Orange is the New
Black
45. “Nothing but
___”
50. Subtlety
52. Homophonic joke
53. Radioactive ray
54. To proceed via
natural selection
55. Supple and
slender
56. Abraham’s
nephew
58. Horse-sitter
61. Erotica
65. Franc’s successor
66. Blood stoppage
67. Otherwise
69. Muhammad’s
son-in-law
70. High pH drug?

Congrats to Brennan Steele ’19, Justin Martin ’19 and Diego Fajardo ’19
for submitting a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword
to crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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Tennis teams both top in North Coast Athletic Conference
Pascal Lee ’22 (left) hits a backhand Saturday. Anna Winslow ’22 (right) anticipates the ball in her victory-clinching match. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Men’s
MARLI VOLPE
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s tennis team
raised their overall record to 10-3
when they beat the Ohio Wesleyan
University (OWU) Battling Bishops
last Saturday. After their two-week
break from matches, the Lords swept
the Bishops, finishing with a final
score of 9-0. After that they proceeded to defeat their major rival Denison
University, steamrolling them 8-1.
Henry Barrett ’19 and Nicholas
Paolucci ’19 moved up to the No. 1
doubles position, finishing off with
an 8-5 win over OWU’s Jack Hibbard
and Omar Santiagonunez.
Anatol Doroskevic ’19 and Pascal
Lee ’22 also earned an 8-1 win at No.
2 doubles, while Henry Wessel ’21
and Jacob Zalenski ’20 completed the
doubles sweep at No. 3 with an 8-2
final score.
The Lords also defeated Deni-

son in Granville, Ohio, on Wednesday, winning eight out of their nine
matchups. After two matches the
Lords and Big Red were tied 1-1, before Austin Diehl ’20 and Zalenski
finished up their doubles win against
Vlad Rotnov and Brian Weisberg
by a score of 8-3. This result gave
the Lords a 2-1 advantage entering
the singles portion which they proceeded to sweep. Bryan Yoshino ’21
clinched the match with his victory
over Patrick McGuigan to top the No.
26-ranked Big Red.
The victory gives the No.
12-ranked Lords a commanding position against the second highestranked North Coast Athletic Conference (NCAC) team. They move to 2-0
in the NCAC, good for first place in
the NCAC East.
The Lords only have three more
conference matches before the NCAC
Tournament, with the next coming at
home on April 9 at 4:30 p.m. against
the College of Wooster.

Women’s
JOE WINT
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s tennis team
dominated this past weekend, beating
both Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU)
and Swarthmore College. After these
wins, the Ladies currently rank No. 11
in National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division III, and have won
their last seven straight matches for a record of 9-0 divisionally and 10-2 on the
season.
The Ladies’ win over OWU’s Battling
Bishops is their 15th consecutive in the
matchup. The Ladies had little trouble
and only surrendered one individual
match in the outing. Daria Beshentseva
’22 and Ilana Blackwood ’21 secured the
No. 1 doubles matchup; this was their
first win at number one this season.
Blackwood, however, fell short in her
clash against OWU’s No.1-ranked singles player Lauren Corcoran 6-1, 4-6, 104. Kenyon won all six remaining match-

Track and field teams finish ninth
and tenth at College of Wooster
Women’s
JACKSON WALD
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s track
team placed in ninth place in
the College of Wooster Invitational, an annual two-day
event. This was the Ladies’
second ninth-place finish in
the event in the past three
years (in 2018, they finished
fifth).
The Ladies scored 23
points in the event, gaining
the majority of them through
the 3,000-meter steeplechase
and the 5,000-meter run.
In the steeplechase, sophomore Camille Baxter ’21 produced a third-place time of
13:38.12. This time topped
her previous college-best,
13:57.88, set at the same event
one year ago. Katarina Yepez
’22 finished in fifth with a
time of 15:00.96.
In the 5,000-meter run,
Quinn Harrigan ’19 was the
top Kenyon finisher with a
time of 18:37.68, good for
fifth place. Emma Becker ’22
finished directly after Har-

rigan, giving her a time of
18:41.56. Chloe Hall ’20 was
the eight-place finisher with
a time of 19:01.45. Abby McCarty ’22 placed seventh in
the 100-meter hurdles, clocking in at 17:87.
The Ladies’ next event is
the Marv Frye Invitational at
Ohio Wesleyan University on
April 6, at noon.

Men’s
JORDY FEE-PLATT
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon men’s track
and field team traveled to
the College of Wooster where
they finished in 10th place in
their annual invitational at
Carl Munson Track, just their
second outdoor race of the
season.
There were some outstanding performances from the
purple and black: The team
earned 19 points, from both
on and off the track.
In the steeplechase, a brutal combination of running
and jumping, Will Oakley ’20

finished in second place with
a time of 10:12.47, holding
off Mitch Luken from Heidelberg University. The junior earned the Lords eight
points for his strong efforts,
by far the largest point total
of any single Kenyon participant.
In field events, Jordan
Potter ’19 made his final
College of Wooster Invitational count with his discus
performance.
With a throw of 42.59 meters, he secured a fifth-place
finish out of 34 contestants,
good enough for five points.
In addition, Tanner Orr
’19 acquired two points by
finishing seventh place in
the long jump (6.13 m).
The Lords have little time
to prepare for their upcoming weekend featuring plenty
of events.
The Lords will split the
team to compete in the Marv
Frye Invitational in Delaware, Ohio, on Saturday, and
the All-Ohio in New Concord, Ohio with events on
both days.

es, acquiring their ninth win of the year.
Kenyon also was victorious in their
next game, an 8-1 blowout against
25th-ranked Swarthmore. Despite the
score, the Swarthmore Garnets played
extremely hard and kept almost every
match very close.
After beginning the matchup with
a loss to Swarthmore’s third-ranked
doubles duo, Kenyon responded with
its first victory of the day: Beshentseva
and Blackwood prevailed as the secondranked doubles team in an 8-5 match
win. This is the duo’s seventh win in
their last eight matches.
With the game tied 1-1, Kenyon’s
number one doubles team stepped in.
Erika Oku ’21 and Maggie Sweeney ’19
earned a win for their Ladies in a wellfought matchup, putting the Ladies
ahead 2-1.
The Ladies will attempt to continue their winning ways as they travel to
Madison, Wis., to take part in the Intercollegiate Tennis Association Midwest
Invitational this coming weekend.

Four finalists remain
in the Kenyon football
head coaching search
ADAM SCHWAGER
SPORTS EDITOR

The search for the Kenyon
men’s football coach has narrowed to four final candidates.
Over the course of the last
two weeks the Lords have met
with Doug Haas, head coach
at Wooster High School; Jason
Martinez, defensive coordinator at Grinnell College; Austin Holter, offensive coordinator at Denison University; and
James Rosenbury II, offensive
line and special teams coach
at Macalester College.
During the first week back
from spring break, the search
committee conducted Skype
interviews with their semifinalist candidates.
Based on the strength of
their interviews, the committee reached out to all four of
these finalists for on-campus
interviews, where they met
with the returning Lords players in person.

The interviews began on
March 25, the same day that
spring practice commenced
despite the lack of a head or
offensive coach. The final
on-campus interview, Rosenbury’s, took place last Monday, April 1.
According to Kenyon Athletic Director Jill McCartney,
before any final decision is
confirmed the school must
wait for the results on a background check on whichever
accepts their offer.
Once a candidate is offered
the job, accepts the offer and
passes the background check,
the school will announce the
next football coach. McCartney said the earliest the announcement could arrive is
on Friday, but will most likely
take place Monday or Tuesday
of next week.
The Collegian will continue
to follow the search process
until the hiring of the new
coach.
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Ladies lacrosse improves to 18-6, Lords get first NCAC win
Avery Morgan ’20 (left) shields the ball from the defender. Emilio Sosa ’19 (right) looks towards goal in the win last week. | COURTESY OR KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Women’s
CHRIS ERDMANN
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s lacrosse team added another
victory to their resume after their 18-6 win over the
Allegheny College Gators.
The Ladies dominated the
matchup from the first whistle, scoring 10 first-half goals
and only allowing three. They
followed up with an equally
dominant second half, where
they scored eight more goals
while the Gators only scored
three.
Avery Morgan ’20 led the
team with six points on three
goals and three assists, which
secured her the North Coast

Athletic Conference (NCAC)
Player of the Week award.
Cassie
Hudson-Heck
’19
scored five goals, giving her
a career total of 202 points.
Hudson-Heck is now fifth
place for total points scored in
Kenyon history. Lucy Somers
’19 also contributed five
points, with a hat trick and
two assists.
“The game went really well
against Allegheny, and it was
nice getting some redemption
from last year,” Somers said.
“We are excited to start off the
season strong in NCAC play,
and we are looking forward
to having a successful Senior
Day against Transylvania.”
The Ladies improved to 8-2
(2-0 NCAC) on the season and

are taking on Transylvania
College (8-3) for their Senior
Day on Saturday at 1 p.m at
McBride Field.

Men’s
DAVID COSIMANO
STAFF WRITER

Last Saturday, the Kenyon men’s lacrosse team traveled to Springfield, Ohio, for a
North Coast Athletic Conference
(NCAC) matchup against Wittenberg University. This victory
moves the Lords to 6-4 on the season and 1-1 in the NCAC.
The Lords started the game off
strong, scoring their first goal just
two seconds in. From there they
took a 6-1 lead, with Joe Woody
’19 getting three of those goals.
However, Wittenberg did not give

up and brought the score to 6-4.
The end of the second quarter
saw goals from Emilio Sosa ’19,
Nick Vitale ’19 and Matt Pollack
’21, and the Lords took a 9-4 lead
into halftime.
The Lords continued their
strong offensive performance
in the second half, with Pollack
scoring two more goals. In addition, Sam Humphrey ’20 added a
goal of his own to give the Lords
a 12-4 advantage at the end of
the third quarter.
In the fourth quarter, the
Lords added two more goals
and took a 14-4 lead with ten
minutes left in the game. Wittenberg scored four goals in the
last quarter, but the last-minute
effort was not enough.
Pollack finished with a game-

high four goals, while Woody
and Humphery each registered
a hat trick. Sosa and Vitale also
scored two goals apiece. Defensively, David Metzger ’21 finished
the game with 15 saves in-net,
and Patrick Coughlin ’19 picked
up a team-high eight ground
balls.
“It was a complete game on
both ends of the field,” said
Coughlin. “Beating [Wittenberg]
was a nice bounceback win and
puts us in a good position as we
move forward in conference play,
where we have many crucial
games.”
The next game for the Lords
will see them travel to Hiram,
Ohio, this Saturday to take on
Hiram College in another NCAC
matchup.
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Jimmy Clark ’22 (No. 15) hit his first collegiate home run on Wednesday in the second game against Ohio Wesleyan University.
Clark went 3-for-4 in the game, added three RBIs, and helped propel the Lords to their first NCAC victory. | FRANCIS BYRNE
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Lords baseball splits doubleheader to OWU
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

A cool and windy Wednesday at McCloskey Field featured Kenyon baseball against
Ohio Wesleyan University (OWU) in a
doubleheader to open North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) play. The Lords were
originally scheduled to face off against Hiram
College on March 30 to commence conference play, but those games were postponed
due to weather.
Patrick Craig ’21 started the first of the
two games for Kenyon and tossed six-anda-third shutout innings while punching out
five and walking just one. It was a tightly con-

tested game, with offense at a premium and
no scores until the seventh inning, when a
throwing error gifted OWU the first run.
The Lords answered in the following inning. Kenyon manufactured a run by plating
Patrick O’Leary ’20 via a fielder’s choice. The
late action continued in the final inning of the
game, as the Battling Bishops’ DH Mitchell
Johnson cleared the fences to put OWU up by
one run.
Refusing to let that be the final word, Matt
Contreras ’19 continued his prolific offensive
campaign, knocking in Ryan Page ’21 with an
RBI triple to tie the game at two. The deadlock
would hold until the 11th inning, when OWU

scored two unanswered runs on an RBI single.
The second game of the two-game set saw
Kenyon’s bats come alive. Two Lords recorded
home runs: O’Leary and Jimmy Clark ’22. In
the seventh inning, the Lords put up five runs
on the Battling Bishops. O’Leary led the team
offensively, going 3-for-4 and knocking 6 of
Kenyon’s 10 runs.
Page and Clark also turned in three hits
each. In addition to the offensive show, Kenyon was able to get it done on the mound, limiting OWU to three runs.
Next, the Lords will travel for a doubleheader against the Wabash College Little Giants at 12 p.m. and 3 p.m.
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